App.No. 10/783,319 

Office Action (Notice of Non-Compliance) Dated September 10, 2007 
Amendment and Response to Notice of Non-compliance Dated October 10, 2007 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This Hsting of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An extendable rack coupled to a vehicle, the extendable 
rack comprising: 

a retainer fixedly attached to the vehicle; and 

a n elongated slidable member, slidably attached to the retainer such that sliding 
the slidable member in a direction away from the retainer extends the extendable rack and 
sliding the slidable member in a direction toward the retainer retracts the extendable rack, 
said slidable member having a plurality of holding elements for holding items on the 
extendable rack , wherein a plurality of retaining pieces are removably attached to the 
holding elements with an elasticized cord being coupled each retaining piece, the 
elasticized cord being in the configuration of a loop. 

2. (Original) The extendable rack of claim 1 wherein the retainer is fixedly 
attached to the vehicle by being mounted against one of a utility rack coupled to the 
vehicle and a ceiling portion of the vehicle. 
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3. (Original) The extendable rack of claim 2 wherein at least a portion of the 
slidable member having holding elements can be positioned beyond a rear portion of the 
vehicle when the extendable rack is extended. 

4. (Original) The extendable rack of claim 3 wherein the retainer and slidable 
member are tubular in shape and coaxially disposed with respect to one another. 

5. (Withdrawn) The extendable rack of claim 4 wherein at least one of the holding 
elements is a hook. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently Amended) The extendable rack of claim 6 U wherein the holding 
element is an aperture having furth e r comprising a an integral notch int e gral to th e 
aperture . 

8. (Withdrawn) The extendable rack of claim 4 further comprising a 
reinforcement insert coaxially disposed within the slidable member. 

9. (Withdrawn) The extendable rack of claim 8 wherein the slidable member is 
comprised of polyvinyl chloride plastic. 
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10. (Withdrawn) The extendable rack of claim 8 wherein the reinforcement insert 
is comprised of wood and plastic. 

11. (Currently Amended) An extendable rack comprising: 

a tubular shaped retainer having a slit extending longitudinally along a length of 
the retainer; md 

a slidable member with at least a portion of the slidable member coaxially 
disposed within the retainer, the slidable member having at l e ast one of a plurality of 
circular apertures^ each aperture having an integral notch; configur e d for r e ceiving a and 

a retaining baH piece received in each of the apertures, the retaining pieces further 
being connected to elasticized cords fixed in a looped configuration which can extend 
through the integral notches and a hook attached to tho nlidnMo m^mhnr 

12. (Original) The extendable rack of claim 11 further comprising a mounting 
strip for mounting the extendable rack to a surface. 

13. (Original) The extendable rack of claim 12 further comprising a support strip 
coupled between the mounting strip and the retainer. 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A method of hanging items on a rack comprising: 
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providing a tubular shaped retainer having a sHt extending longitudinally along a 
length of the retainer; 

providing a tubular shaped slidable member with at least a portion of the slidable 
member coaxially disposed within the retainer, the slidable member having at least one of 
a plurality of circular aperture s with integral notches and a retaining piece disposed 
within each of the apertures, with a looped elasticized cord coupled to each retaining 
piece and with each elasticized cord extending through at least one of the integral notches 
and a hook attach e d to th e slidabl e m e mber with a portion of th e hook align e d with said 
s lit in the r e tainer ; 

sliding the slidable member with respect to the retainer; and 

hanging at least one item on at least one of the elasticized cords attached to the 
slidable member. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein there is a mounting strip coupled 
to the retainer. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16 wherein there is a support strip disposed 
between the mounting strip and the retainer. 

18. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 15 wherein there is a reinforcement insert 
coaxially disposed within the retainer. 
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19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 18 wherein the reinforcement member 
comprises wood. 

20. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 19 wherein the reinforcement member 
further comprises plastic. 
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